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Volo  Bog  State  Natural  Area 

Volo  Bog  State  Natural  Area  is  located  in  the  north¬ 
east  corner  of  Illinois  in  Lake  County  about  45  miles 
northwest  of  Chicago.  Volo  Bog,  originally  called 
the  Sayer  Bog,  and  several  other  bogs  in  northern 
Illinois  were  first  described  by  W.  G.  Waterman  of 
Northwestern  Illinois  University  in  1921.  Since  that 
time,  Volo  Bog  has  been  used  for  field  observations 
and  research  by  scientists  and  educators.  Cyrus 
Mark,  first  director  of  the  Illinois  Chapter  of  The 
Natural  Conservancy,  managed  a  fund  raising  cam¬ 
paign  that  collected  $40,000  in  donations  from 
school  children,  groups  and  individuals  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  47.5  acre  bog  in  1958.  The  land  was 
deeded  to  the  University  of  Illinois  who  had  juris¬ 
diction  over  it  until  1970. 

In  the  late  60’s,  the  survival  of  the  bog  was  threat¬ 
ened  by  land  developers.  A  "Save  the  Volo  Bog” 
committee  was  formed  by  local  citizens  to  ensure 
its  preservation.  Dr.  William  Beecher  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  this  campaign  which  resulted  in  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  Volo  Bog  to  the  Illinois  Department  of  Conser¬ 
vation  and  its  dedication  as  an  Illinois  Nature  Pre¬ 
serve  in  1970.  In  1973,  Volo  Bog  was  registered  as  a 
National  Natural  Landmark  with  the  United  States 
Department  of  the  Interior.  Additional  acreage  has 
been  purchased  to  protect  and  enlarge  the  preserve 
which  now  totals  869.22  acres.  It  includes  two  other 
bogs,  Brandenburg  and  Pistakee,  not  yet  open  to 
the  public;  prairie  restoration  areas;  hardwood  for¬ 
ests;  and  successional  fields. 

Natural  History 

The  present  landscape  of  the  northeastern  corner 
of  Illinois  was  shaped  principally  by  the  activity  of 
glaciers  that  invaded  the  region  many  times  in  the 
past  several  hundred  thousand  years.  The  last  gla¬ 
cier,  the  Wisconsin,  began  its  final  stages  of  melting 
about  12,000  years  ago.  As  it  receded,  it  deposited 
a  blanket  of  unsorted  debris  including  clay,  sand, 
gravel  and  boulders  collectively  called  glacial  till. 
Embedded  in  this  till  were  large  blocks  of  ice  that 
had  broken  away  from  the  melting  glacier  and  were 
pushed  into  the  ground  with  great  force.  As  the  cli¬ 
mate  continued  to  warm,  the  last  ice  blocks  had 
melted  about  10,000  years  ago.  They  left  numerous 
depressions  which  developed  into  lakes,  bogs  and 
marshes. 

The  original  50  acre  lake  was  poorly  drained  with 
steep  banks.  Research  on  pollen  preserved  in  the 
bog  indicates  that  the  lake  began  filling  with  vegeta¬ 


tion  about  6,000  years  ago.  A  floating  mat  consisting 
primarily  of  sphagnum  moss  formed  around  the  out¬ 
side  edges  among  the  cattails  and  sedges.  As  these 
plants  died  and  decomposed  the  peat  mat  thick¬ 
ened  forming  a  substrate  for  rooted  plants.  Because 
of  the  lack  of  drainage  and  the  presence  of  the 
sphagnum  moss,  the  water  in  the  bog  became  acid¬ 
ic.  This  limited  the  types  of  plants  that  could  survive 
and  thus  created  the  unique  plant  communities 
found  in  the  bog. 


Natural  Features 

Volo  Bog  is  significant  because  it  is  the  only  quak¬ 
ing  bog  in  Illinois  that  exhibits  all  stages  of  classical 
hydrarch  succession.  A  floating  mat  composed  of 
sphagnum  moss,  cattails  and  sedges  surrounds  an 
open  pool  of  water  in  the  center  of  the  bog.  As  the 
substrate  thickens,  a  shrub  community  dominated 
by  poison  sumac  and  leatherleaf  invades  the  mat. 
This  is  replaced  by  a  tamarack  ( Larix  laricina )  for¬ 
est.  Surrounding  this  forest  is  a  second,  more  exten¬ 
sive  shrub  community  which  abruptly  becomes  a 
sedge  meadow  community  on  the  periphery  of  the 
bog. 

Seasonal  visits  to  Volo  Bog  allow  the  visitor  to  ob¬ 
serve  a  variety  of  plant  and  animal  life.  In  spring,  fern 
fiddleheads  unfurl  revealing  their  beautiful  fronds. 
The  marsh  marigold,  bog  buckbean,  leatherleaf  and 
blue  flag  iris  bloom  in  abundance.  A  great  variety  of 
songbirds,  waterfowl  and  wading  birds  are  observed 
as  these  species  are  migrating  northward  to  their 
summer  nesting  areas.  In  summer,  the  orchids  ap¬ 
pear  —  bog  twayblade,  ragged  fringed,  grass  pink, 
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rose  pogonia  and  ladies'tresses  —  as  well  as  the 
unusual  Indian  Pipe.  Herons,  yellow-headed  black¬ 
birds,  deer,  mink  and  a  variety  of  other  smaller 
creatures  are  often  observed. 

Fall  is  one  of  the  most  dramatic  seasons  with  the 
contrasting  colors  —  gold  of  the  tamarack  needles, 
red  of  the  poison  sumac  and  deep  green  of  the 
sphagnum  moss.  The  winter  months  afford  a  good 
time  to  identify  trees  and  shrubs  by  their  bark.  The 
bright  red  berries  of  the  winterberry  holly  and  red 
leaves  of  the  leatherleaf  are  a  striking  contrast  to 
the  white  snow.  Animal  tracks  in  the  snow  are  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  animal  life  of  the  bog  —  deer,  muskrat, 
weasel  and  red  fox.  White-winged  crossbills  are 
often  seen  and  heard  as  they  crack  open  tamarack 
cones. 


Visitor  Center:  The  Visitor  Center  is  housed  in  the 
original,  but  completely  renovated,  barn  of  the 
George  Sayer  dairy  farm  #3  built  around  the  turn 
of  the  century.  This  rustic  setting  includes  an  infor¬ 
mation  center,  exhibits  about  all  aspects  of  the  bog, 
audio-visual  classroom  facilities,  an  exhibit  introduc¬ 
ing  wetland  ecology,  a  small  gift  shop  (open  most 
weekends)  and  public  restroom  facilities.  The  Visitor 
Center  is  open:  Thursday  through  Sunday  from  June 
through  August,  and  Saturday,  Sunday  and  most 
holidays  from  September  through  May.  Visitor  Cen¬ 
ter  hours  are  9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  and  1:00  to  3:00  p.m. 

Interpretive  Trail:  A  half  mile  interpretive  trail  loop, 
constructed  of  wood  chips  and  floating  dock  sec¬ 
tions  leads  visitors  through  a  sedge  meadow  and  all 
the  stages  of  bog  succession.  Printed  trail  guide 
brochures  are  available  for  each  season.  The  trail  is 
open  8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  from  June  through  Aug¬ 
ust  and  from  8:00  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  Fall  hours  may  be  extended  when  addi¬ 
tional  seasonal  staff  are  available.  All  facilities  are 
closed  on  Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day. 


New  Trail:  A  four  mile  hiking  and  cross-country  ski 
trail  is  under  construction  and  is  slated  for  comple¬ 
tion  by  fall  of  1986.  Traversing  forest,  wetland,  field 
and  prairie  areas,  this  trail  will  allow  visitors  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  experience  and  enjoy  more  communi¬ 
ties  within  the  natural  area. 

Picnicking:  The  picnic  area  with  tables  and  an  out¬ 
door  privy  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Visitor  Center 
parking  lot.  Open  fires  or  any  type  of  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages  are  prohibited. 

Programs:  Volo  Bog  is  an  excellent  “outdoor  labor¬ 
atory  and  classroom”  useful  for  a  variety  of  educa¬ 
tional  programs.  A  park  interpreter  is  available  Wed¬ 
nesday  through  Sunday  to  help  plan  programs  and 
tours  for  school  and  adult  groups.  Guided  public 
tours  are  conducted  on  most  Sundays  during  the 
summer  months.  In  addition,  a  variety  of  special 
events,  tours,  lectures,  workshops  and  programs 
are  provided  throughout  the  year.  Groups  partici¬ 
pating  in  special  activities  and  tours  should  contact 
the  site  enough  in  advance  so  that  you  can  be  as¬ 
sured  of  scheduling  for  your  preferred  date. 

Special  Site  Rules 

Because  Volo  Bog  is  an  Illinois  Nature  Preserve  and 
a  National  Natural  Landmark,  specific  visitor  rules 
are  enforced  to  protect  the  delicate  nature  of  the 
area. 

•  All  visitors  must  remain  on  the  designated  trails 
at  all  times. 

•  Food,  beverages  and  leashed  pets  are  allowed 


in  the  designated  picnic  area  only.  You  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  disposing  of  your  pet’s  waste. 

•  No  alcoholic  beverages  are  allowed. 

•  Everything  in  the  natural  area  is  protected  by  law. 
You  may  NOT  pick,  collect  or  disturb  any  plant 
or  animal  species  or  remove  any  natural  object 
from  the  area. 

•  No  pets,  horses  or  bicycles  are  allowed  on  the 
trails.  All  motorized  vehicles  must  remain  on  the 
designated  roadways. 

•  Cross-country  skiing  is  not  allowed  on  the  Volo 
Bog  interpretive  trail. 

•  Please  DO  visit  the  area  each  season  with  cam¬ 
eras,  binoculars  and  field  guides  in  hand  to  enjoy 
all  of  the  beauty  of  the  Volo  Bog  State  Natural 
Area. 

For  Your  Information 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admitted 
to  any  state  park  or  conservation  area  unless  per¬ 
mission  from  the  Site  Superintendent  has  been 
granted  to  use  the  facilities.  In  addition,  groups  of 
minors  must  have  adequate  supervision  and  at  least 
one  responsible  adult  must  accompany  each  group 
of  15  minors. 

For  more  information  about  this  site,  contact  the 
Site  Superintendent,  28478  W.  Brandenburg  Rd., 
Ingleside,  Illinois  60041,  phone:  815/344-1294.  For 
more  information  about  other  sites,  write  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Conservation,  524  S.  Second  St., 
Springfield  Illinois  fi?7n<s 
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